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After a 13-year ministry at First Church, Dunedin as senior 
minister, The Rev Dr Tokerau Joseph is returning with his 
family to Auckland, where he was raised.  He has accepted 
the position of Minister of Mairangi and Castor Bays 
Presbyterian Church.  He is looking forward to being closer 
to his extended family in Auckland. 

His induction took place on Thursday 1 February. Many of his 
family and friends from Dunedin and wider Auckland as well 
as locals from the parish, were at the service to support him 
and the Cook Islanders present sang a traditional Cook Island 
hymn.  The Rev Jim Pearson of St Margaret’s, Belmont gave 
the sermon.  Representatives from the parish presented him 
with symbols for his ministry – a Bible, a jug of water, 
Communion symbols and the Roll of the parish. 

Dr Joseph was born in Rarotonga.  His parents were Otiikore 
Joseph from Manihiki and Joyce Joseph from Rakahanga 
(Nee Henderson—related to Malcolm and Raewyn of Castor 
Bay).  He came with his family to New Zealand in 1969, living 
in Grey Lynn, then South Auckland, before moving to 
Dunedin to train and then serve as a Minister. 
 
His PhD research was an exploration of ethnic relations in 
congregations of the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand. 

 

Mairangi/Castor Bays Presbyterian Church has an 
English Conversation group and two Hindi evening 
services a month, as well as representatives of 
other cultures in the regular morning service. With 
Dr Joseph’s appointment the church looks forward 
to representing more of the North Shore’s 
diversity. 

Tokerau and Tangi, his wife, will be living in 
Mairangi Bay with their youngest son who is in Year 
10 at Westlake Boys and their daughter and son-in-
law and their young family. 

KCML ‘Snapshots in Mission’ Lent-inar 
 

Each Thursday 4.30pm to 5.15pm in Lent, 
KCML will offer a free web-inar. Snapshots 

authors will be interviewed via online video 
conferencing. There will be time for Q & A. 

Feb 22, March 1, March 8, March 15 
To find out how to link into the KCML 

Snapshots Lent-inar email 
rosemary@knoxcentre.ac.nz 

mailto:clerk@northpres.org.nz
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Message from the Moderator, The Rev Wayne Toleafoa 
‘Holy Places’ in Aotearoa 

 
Since the 1980s we as a Church, have had a 
commitment to continuing the Bi-cultural journey 
in what is today, a multicultural, or cross-cultural 
church.  
 
By the time you read this article, Waitangi Day will 
be behind us, but the journey with Maori and with 
one another continues. 
 
Every blessing in 2018. God richly bless you as the 
new year unfolds. 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
 

Wayne Toleafoa 

My first experience of Waitangi was in 2001, when I was a 
Navy Chaplain on board the ship HMNZS TE KAHA.  We were 
at anchor in the Bay of Islands just offshore from Waitangi. 
It was a beautiful Sunday morning.  I was leading the Sunday 
morning worship for about twenty sailors on the top deck of 
the ship.  From the ship we could see the Flagstaff on the 
shore of Waitangi and further to the right we could see the 
Marsden Cross at Oihi Bay, marking the spot where the 
gospel was first preached in Aotearoa. 
 
As I started serving communion to my small naval 
congregation, it suddenly dawned on me that we were in a 
‘holy place’. A ‘holy place’ because it was the place where the 
gospel was first preached in Aotearoa NZ.  A ‘holy place’ 
because a covenant was made in that region between two 
peoples, pledging goodwill towards one another.  What 
happened at Waitangi and Oihi Bay makes those places, ‘holy 
places’.  Every time I have been there since, I feel a sense of 
awe at what took place there many years ago. And I feel a 
sense of responsibility to make it work. 
 
When I visit Waitangi, I think of the generosity of the Maori 
people and the hardiness of the first European settlers, 
including the early missionaries, who sailed thousands of 
nautical miles to get here to establish themselves in a strange 
new world.  
 
As a New Zealand-born Samoan I also feel it is also part of my 
history.  I am grateful to the Maori people who once owned 
this land and I’m grateful to those hardy Pakeha souls who 
sailed all the way down here from Europe to help create the 
uniquely Kiwi society that we now have. 
 
The translations of the Treaty of Waitangi were done by 
Anglican and Methodist missionaries.  The Methodist Mission 
Station at Mangunu was one of the gathering places where 
chiefs came to sign one of the nine copies of the Treaty that 
were sent around the country. Representatives of the roman 
catholic Church were also present at the signing of the treaty. 
 
I’ve always believed that we as Christians (of all 
denominations) should shoulder some responsibility for 
working to create good race relations in this country, because 
of the role the church played in the translation and signing of 
the Treaty. Maori people came to the church and the 
missionaries because they trusted the Church to do them 
good and not harm. 
 

A Lovely Answer to a Step of Faith 
The Rev Hillary Beresford who moved to 

Scotland just over a year ago will be inducted 
as Minister to the Parish of Mansefield 

Trinity, Kilwinning, Scotland 
 26th February 2018 

 
The Rev Beresford reflects that her 

induction is a lovely answer to a step of faith 
and is looking forward to this next phase of 

her ministry 



 

The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness.      Lam. 3:22-23 

The Rt Rev Richard Dawson, Moderator of the General Assembly 
& the Rev Wayne Toleafoa, Moderator of the Northern Presbytery 

Update from the Presbytery Office 
 
Greetings from the Executive Officer 
 
Communication is a key part of connecting us 
throughout the Presbytery, increasing trust, 
relationships and working together.  This monthly 
PointsNorth newsletter aims to be useful, to be 
distributed to those in the Northern Presbytery.  Please 
let us know your ideas about how it can be more 
interesting / useful. 
 
     _______________________________________ 
 
The new Learning and Development Workgroup met for 
the first time last December, with the first step 
developing a Terms of Reference. 

 

 
 
Membership consists of: Alyson Atchison (Elder St 
David’s, Khyber Pass), the Rev Apelu Tielu (Minister, 
Papakura Pacific Island Church) Hugh Hopkins, (Elder Mt 
Albert Presbyterian Church), David McNabb (Elder, St 
Lukes Remuera) the Rev Mark Johnson (Representative 
Knox Centre for Ministry and Viv Coleman (Minister 
Emeritus). 
 
This is an exciting development that I hope leads to the 
Presbytery investing in learning and development 
opportunities that incrementally lifts knowledge / 
capability, particularly among leadership.  Its purpose is 
to promote and coordinate ongoing development 
among leaders across the Presbytery, and provide 
oversight of Minister’s supervision, Minister’s study 
leave and associated provision of reports, and Ministry 
reviews. One of its first tasks is to establish a Presbytery 
Education and Training plan for 2018.  If you have ideas/ 
suggestions then please contact the Presbytery office. 
administrator@northpres.org.nz 
 
     _______________________________________ 
 
One focus of the office currently, on behalf of the 
Property and Finance Workgroup, is to establish a 
complete data set of all church properties within the 
Presbytery, including earthquake ratings.  Thank you to 
the many who have provided the required 
information.  We shall be making contact if you haven’t 
as yet. 

 

On December 3rd, 2017, the Auckland Taiwanese 

Presbyterian Church (ATPC) was opened by the 

Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, the Rt 

Rev Richard Dawson.  The Moderator of our 

Presbytery, the Rev Wayne Toleafoa preached the 

sermon and three former ministers of the church 

were present to bless the building for God’s service.  

ATPC began life at Howick Presbyterian Church.  The 

opening of this new building is a “Coming of Age”; 

ATPC accepts the responsibility of literally and 

spiritually opening its doors for public witness and 

service to Taiwanese in Auckland, as part of the 

PCANZ’s Asian Ministries, and to all its neighbours. 

Coming of Age for the Auckland Taiwanese Church 

158 Pakuranga Road, Pakuranga.  www.atpc.org.nz 

mailto:administrator@northpres.org.nz


 

 

Regional Youth Services 2018 

The Characteristics of Jesus 

 

February 25th at 6pm – Korean Presbyterian Church of Auckland 
March 18th at 6pm – Mt Albert Presbyterian Church 

April 15th at 6pm - Te Atatu Union Church 
May 20th - Pentecost Service – TBC 

June 17th  at 6pm – Papakura East Presbyterian Church 
July 8th at 6pm – St Andrews Presbyterian Church, Symonds  

August 19th at 6pm – St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Manurewa 
 September 16th  at 6pm – Greenlane Presbyterian Church 

October 14th at 6pm - Howick Presbyterian Church 

November 18th at 4.30pm – Mahurangi Presbyterian Church 
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Summer Presbytery 

2018 Special Guest 

Peter Lineham - The Church of the Future 

Saturday 24
th February 2018 

9am to 2.30pm 

St Columba at Botany, 480 Ti Rakau Drive, Botany 

Work Group, Regional & Council Meetings 

Presbytery Council Meetings 2018 
PSN Boardroom, 

111 Great South Road, Epsom 
 

Saturday 10th February, 10am - 2.30pm 

Saturday 14th April, 10am - 2.30pm 

Saturday 14th July, 10am - 2.30pm 

Saturday 13th October, 10am - 2.30pm 
 

Property and Finance Work Group Meetings 2018 
St David’s, 3rd Tuesday of the month 

 

Tuesday 20th February, 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Tuesday 20th March, 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Tuesday 17th April, 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Tuesday 15th May, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
 

Regional Meetings 2018 
 

South, 7pm 
Thursday 5th April 

Thursday 7th June 

Thursday 5th August 

Thursday 4th October 
 

Coastal Cluster, 7.30pm  

Tuesday 6th March 

Tuesday 1st May 

Tuesday 3rd July 

Tuesday 4th September 
 

East / Central Region, 7pm 

Thursday 8th March 

Thursday 10th May 

Thursday 12th July 

Thursday 13th September 

 
West Region, 7pm 

Tuesday 13th March 

Tuesday 8th May 

Tuesday 10th July 

Tuesday 11th September 

Presbytery Business 
Regional Youth Services, Meetings, Vacancies 

Vacant Parish – Ranui PIPC 
 

The close off date has been set for 2nd 
March 2018 and all enquiries are to be 
sent through to the Interim Moderator 

of the parish, Rev Nathan Pedro. 
 

For further information regarding this opportunity please 
refer to the following link to the Northern Presbytery Website. 

Vacancies | The Northern Presbytery 

 

 

Vacancy - Finance Manager 
The Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

 

We are looking for a Finance Manager 
to join our national office in Wellington 

 

For further information regarding this opportunity please 
refer to the following link to the Northern Presbytery Website. 
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