Northern Presbytery Council
appoints and oversees workgroups
formulates strategic direction and holds an overview of mission and ministries
develops policy according to what is allowed within its authority from the PCANZ
receives and decides on matters reported to it from the Executive Officer, Workgroups,
Regions and Commissions, plus any other business referred to it
oversees and supports the Executive Officer

Member Vacant
- Co Convenor East Central Region

Convenor Rev Mark Chapman

Moderator Rev Craig Miller

Mark was born in Canada and came to New
Zealand at the age of ten. He is married to
Heather and now has four children and eleven
grandchildren. Mark trained as a television
engineer until responding to God’s call on his
life to ministry in the church. He came as
minister to Clevedon, Christmas 1975 where he
led a ministry for over 40 years. Currently Mark
heads up Avalon Ministries, a support ministry
for Church Leaders, and is the interim minister
of Pohutukawa Coast Presbyterian Church.

Craig was brought up in Hawera. He became a
high school mathematics teacher in Pukekohe.
After bible college and ministry training, he was
called to St Andrews Presbyterian Church
Manurewa where he has served for the last 17
years. Craig is married to Tina, and they have
four grown children.

Member Rev John Malcolm
Co Convenor East Central Region

Member Rev Arona Tusega
Co-Convenor South Region

Member Tua Amerika
Co-Convenor South Region

John Malcolm is the Senior Pastor at Greyfriars
Eden Epsom Presbyterian Church. John has
followed Jesus since his childhood. John says he
is privileged to serve in a church with many
dedicated people. He loves his work, connecting
with people, creating community, and serving
with others in mission.

Arona Tusega, minister at St Andrew’s
Community Presbyterian Church Otahuhu since
March 2012. He has served as a secretary for
south region for the last two years and currently
a co-convenor for the region.

Tua Amerika is the Presbytery elder from St
Martins (Papatoetoe) and co-convenor for
South Region. He is part of team of mechanical
engineers at RRFisher & Co Ltd and currently
the production manager there. Father of four
and grandfather to three beautiful children is
his greatest achievement so far. Tua is grateful
for the opportunity to serve in Northern
Presbytery Council.

"I am grateful for the opportunity to learn more
and serve in His ministry."

Northern Presbytery Council Continued

Member Rev Dr Tokerau Joseph –
Co-Convenor Coastal Region

Member John Shadbolt Co-Convenor Coastal Region

Tokerau Joseph (PhD, MTheol, BTheol (Hons) is
of Cook Islands, Scottish, and English heritage.
Born in the Cook Islands and has lived in New
Zealand most of his life. Been in ordained
ministry with PCANZ for 23 years and currently
serving at Mairangi & Castor Bays Presbyterian
Church. Tokerau is married to Tangi and has
five children and six grandchildren.

John was born in England, spent much of his life
in South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe, with the
past 20 years in NZ. He and his wife have three
married sons and two granddaughters – all
overseas. John’s professional background is in
Human Resources and Employment relations.
He worships at Mairangi and Castor Bays
Presbyterian and is co-convenor of the Coastal
Region of Northern Presbytery, Convenor of the
Mission fund, a member of Property and
Finance Committee, and a Council Member.

Member Sherilyn Shand Co-Convenor West Region
Sherilyn has been an Elder and Council Clerk at
St Andrew’s Birkenhead and is now on the
Council of Te Atatu Union Church. Sherilyn is
also the Co-Convenor of the West Region of
Northern Presbytery. She is married to Russell
and they have 3 adult children and 7
grandchildren. Born in Wellington and shifted to
Auckland 34 years ago.

Member Rev Rob Pettersen –
Co-Convenor West Region
Rob has been the minister at Iona Presbyterian
Church in Blockhouse Bay for eight years.
Rob is married to Jenny, and they have four
boys (aged from 21 to 3) and a dog. When not
doing ministry or family stuff, he enjoys running,
reading, movies, and the occasional game of
golf.

Member Rev Howard Carter
Co-Convenor Northland

Member Alex McEwing Co-Convenor Northland

Rev Howard Carter has been in ministry in the
PCANZ for thirty years. Twelve as a lay minister,
including four as the Auckland Presbytery Youth
Coordinator. He was ordained in 2003 and is
currently the senior minister at Hope
Whangarei. He is married to Kris and they have
four kids.

Alex lives Dargaville and has been a farmer, a
garage owner and now working in the Mental
health area with an organisation called Arataki
Ministries as a support worker. He has been
involved in Regional levels of the church
through Churches together in Northland before
and after the Northern Presbytery was formed
and in Presbytery on the Presbytery council.
Alex has been an elder with the St Andrews in
Dargaville since 1984.

Northern Presbytery Associate Members

Convenor Cunny Atchison

Treasurer Neil Raines

Cunny Atchison holds the position in Presbytery
of Convenor, Property & Finance Workgroup.
He is also an associate member of Council and
a member of the Mission Fund Committee.

Neil is an Accountant who trained as a chemical
engineer. He initially worked for a
pharmaceutical company and studied part time
for a BCom. He has been Accounting Manager
for multinational engineering and chemical
companies. His last job before retirement was
Commercial Manger for Manukau Water.

Co-Convenor - Candidates Workgroup

Co-Convenor - Candidates Workgroup

In Roxy's role as student co-convener, she
appreciates the opportunity to journey with
others as they listen deeply to God's calling on
their lives and explore where that is leading.

Rev. Grant went from Primary School teaching,
to youth pastoring into being a ‘big persons’
Minister. He is the father of four energetic boys
and the husband of Hope. He loves, justice,
mercy and Jesus Christ and all things vintage
(especially suitcases) and coffee.

Rev Roxy Gahegan

"Discernment is a spiritual practice that has
many layers and it's a privilege to be part of that
process with another person."

Rev Grant Ridout

Convenor - Conflict Advisory
Workgroup Rev Nikki Watkin

Co-Convenor - Youth Forum
Hannah North

Executive Officer
Rod Watts

Administrator
Natalie Stubbs

Nikki serves as the Convenor of the CAW. She is
a highly experienced parish minister, serving
first at Knox Presbyterian Church in Fielding and
for the last 20 years at Kohimarama
Presbyterian Church. Her Master of Ministry
was in Christian education and was shaped by a
strong sense of call to form leaders.

Hannah North is a co-convenor for the
Northern Presbytery Youth Forum and a youth
leader at Greyfriars Eden Epsom Presbyterian
Church. Hannahis also on the executive
committee for the World Communion of
Reformed Churches. She is currently studying
Theology at Carey Baptist College.

After 18 years as a social worker in Australia
established an intensive adult rehabilitation
hospital for Auckland DHB. Four years later
became Manager of the Northern Region for
the Disability Directorate, Ministry of Health.
From 2006 to mid-2017 he was Chief Executive
of Presbyterian Support Northern. Rod
commenced the EO role in August 2017 (30
hrs/week).

Natalie is employed as Administrator for
the Northern Presbytery. He role includes
support to the Executive Officer, Council,
Workgroups and the wider church
network. She considers it a privilege and
an opportunity for continued growth and
learning

