A View from the
Trenches

* World War One or even the
modern warfare in Palestine
and Ukraine has told us how
hard it is to see above the
trenches

= Demoralisation is a key factor




Drones and the
Transformation of
Warfare

* There is a huge impact in the
way warfare is implemented
with the use of unpersonned
drones

* This raises the possibility of
new understandings of
Christian presence and
evangelism

The State of the
National
Christian Scene

= Decline of mamline churches
* Rise of new church patterns

* Strong role being claimed by
thea new Pantacostal churches

* Catholic church increasingly in
a naticnal leadership role




nsus Figures for Union/United Church
iliation 1976-2023

I I I s I 0 1§ & I 1
LS
Membership of Uniting Congregations




Locations of Members

North Island and South Island membership1988-2017
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Northland, Hamilton, Wellington have strong concentration, of Cvs. Mergers, closures and
dissolving of agreements have also affected numbers over recent years

Total Weekly Attendance at Uniting Churches

Total attendances reported including children and adults
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- * Uniting congregations are generally elderl
REﬂECth nson and ﬂr% gtangﬂraﬁﬁ;,ur small , i :
* Average congregation per week was 50.2in
Attendance and 2019, but was 43 by 2024

M em berSh | p * Average children’s attendance was 6.3 in
2019, but 4.5 in 2024

* Attendance in 2024 is 69.7% of what it was
in2014

* Membership in 2024 is 69% of what it was
in2014.




UCANZ & its Partners

* Very tight financial situation of Presbyterians, Methodists and
Anglicans

* Pressures of earthquake codes, insurance, funding clergy
* Little energy in devoted to the UCANZ churches

* Partners feel at arms’ length from these churches

* UCANZ council has limited tools for context

* Certain feeling of neglect but not of freedom

Spiritual Health in CLS Survey, 2023

Strong, Stable or Feel spiritually Feal presence of Much spiritual
growing taith resourced God in services growth
Anglican 80% 81% 7% d4%
Catholic 76% 81% BA% 53%
Methodist 82% B3% 76% 43%
Presbyterian B0% B 75% 44%
Baptist 74% 81% 2% 46%
UCANZ 86% B6% 78% 41%




“Mainstream Protestant” Trends, 1961-2023

Percentage of Population
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Catholics, and Other Protestants

Coansus Numbers 1986-2023

ORI

il

N i 0 hk
g
) ....l lll II N | l' l. ll ™
L gt i (i 04 1 O 3513 Py gl P
mCamr e B AL Pertecontal @O e e ek

-

. « UCANZ was made possible by
The Dec"lne Of denominational cooperation prior to the
the Ecumen'cal proposed creation of a united church
. * Compare the Australian and Canadian
VISIOI’I united churches

* Today in practice we hear nothing of
these aspirations

* Some cooperating ventures are being
closed, and significant investments in
building for uniting churches rare




 Waikato diocese invested « Anglican members wera
Where are -

heavily in uniting 64537 in 2013 and about
’ congragations 35,000 in 2023 (a 54%
Anglicans o e ‘

+ Essentially no new
'7 cooperating parishes - the + Total attendances are
H pa BEP ¥

prefer Anglican LSMs estimated to have

= Church is distracted by dropped in 2023 to 59%

challenges within the three ?Tgtg;g 22 r‘g-.:::;? :abﬂ"[
tikanga structure ! P y

« Concern over broad and
steep decline

« Recent discussions mean
nNo more prograss on
sexuality

* Newer bishops seem less
invested in cooperation

Anglican Nominal Adherents (Census Data)

Number of Anglicans in each census
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Where are
Presbyterians
at?

Where are
Methodists
at?

Huge change in
theological education

Battle between liberals
and conservatives was
won by conservatives
but today moderates
growing

Focus on making
churches more
successful

350 parishes average
congregation 42 adults,
and 19 yp and children

People ae drifting away

Weaknesses in Pasifika
churches

Korean churches

Strong Maori leadership at

many levels

Massive decline and aging

in Palangi churches

Pasifika churches function

as almost independent
denomination

+« 58 “Methodist™

congregations, with 6451
members, 108 union

« Sothe 108 Union

congragations with average
of 38 adults and 4.5 children
are less significant for
Presbyterians

« Significant investment in

Wellington region (Tawa,
Johnsonville, Karori, Hutt
City, Upper Hutt) and
Hamilton (Chartwell,
Hillcrest, St Clare's Bryant
Park)

« Membershipin 2023 was

76% of 2013 level

« Attendance in 2023 was

64% of level in 2013

Mo union figures provided
since 2015

« Methodist membership
seems to have risen
between 2013 and 2023

+« Methodist attendance
figures in 2023 were 66%
of the level in 2013 (but
little data from Pasifika
churches)

+« Methodists are now

congragations (some hawve
no Methodist elemeant) with
6762 membaers

paying much less
attention to UCANZ
churches

+ Heawvy investment in uniting
churches — roughty half of
churches

What about the others?

* Congregationalists have left

* Christian Churches of New Zealand is trying to work out how to
bring together new and old churches

* There is a vigorous surge of independent and non-denominational
churches both in cities and the country

* In the countryside, the practical ecumenism of community
churches is the future

* In the suburbs, also, and in effect each local church is on its own



Church Life Survey 2023 Results for UCANZ

* 486 responses

* High level of weekly attendance (75.3%) 47.1% coming for 20
years

* Uniting churches are smaller than average Presbyterians and
declining faster than Presbyterians

» Average age 75 (up from 66 in 2007, significantly older than
others). Uniting parishes are the oldest in age of any church
group. 67.4% female. 62% retired

* Less dominated by Pakeha than in the last. 86.7% Pakeha, 6.4%
Pacific, 6.2% Asian

Compared to Presbyterians and Methodists

* High levels of involvement in activity
* Good levels of participation
* Levels of giving lower than in both Methodism and Presbyterians

* Many in congregations sense lack of direction: 22.6% of UCANLZ,
18.7% of Presbyterians, 30.4% of Methodists

* Low level of full confidence in church goals, 24.3%, cp 39.1%
Presbyterian, 31.6% Meth

UCANZ preferences according to CLS

* Significant decline in preference for contemporary music
compared to Traditional (40.8% priority) [Methodists even more
trad; Presbyterians less so]

* Drop in enthusiasm for social activities

* Sense that church is resourcing spiritual journey well has 86.1%
agreement, up from previous years




Other CLS responses

* Preaching is well liked
* Sense of God’s presence has declined significantly

* 11.8% dissatisfied with provision for children cp 9.7% Methodists,
11.1% Presbyterians

* 13.7% dissatisfied with youth provision, cp 17.4% Methodists,
14.1% Presbyterians

* Uniting are less conservative in view of bible, 21% progressive
(Methodists,19.6%; Presbyterians 11.7%)

Decline in Denominational Identification

Gross numbaers in census NOD categories

Christian NOD has been since 2(11 8 the second largns: Chrlstmn group after Catholic. The Evangelical
group incorporates “fundamentalist”, ‘born again®™ and ‘evangelical’, Penmtecostal NOD has been the
largest Pentecostal category - roughly half of all - since 19886, Protestant NOD was commaon earlier



Community
Engagement
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Upion Church Cal

. | WE far Creatlor
* Gathering spaces are being lost
to commercial enterprises

* Op shops are flourishing in
empty shops

* There are opportunities for
local churches

* This engagement depends on
retired people (as long as they
are not too old)

Children’s Total Attendance per week

Total Children (under 1.q| Per Wenk in June
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Satisfaction with Provision for Children and

Youth in CLS Surve;, 2023

Anglican 4d% 21% 28%
Catholic 49% 41% 39%
Methodist 52% 30% 30%
Prasbyterian 53% 445, 35%
Baptist 62% 54% 40%
UCANZ 52% a7 3%

Rural Life

* Rural churches are small but
can play a key role in their
community

* Denominations are finding it
very difficult to find ministers

* Potential for a less
denominational church




Suburban
churches

* Hit by high costs, earthquake
strengthening, insurance, costs of
staff and equipment

* Loss of mid week events is
common

= Anxiety about loss of community
and provision for children and
youth

* Denominational loyaities have
declined

Age Distribution of Members

2008-2024 actual figures reported
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The 2009 figures have inaccuracies, There was low reporting, especially in 2018, and no
age breakdown in 2019. From 2018 those over the age of 80 were reported separately.



Demographic patterns in Church Life Survey

Out of 2412 Anglicans, 4898 Catholics, 581 Methodists, 2984 Presbyterians, 4758 Baptists

Median Overseoas | % women | Employed

Age born
Anglican n 30% 66% 21%
Catholic 57 595 G0% 45%
Methodist 74 3% 65% 200
Presbyterian 70 25% 64% 2%
Baptist 57 32% 60% 35%
UCANZ 75 24% 67% 16%

Median Age of Church Adherents

Census Data
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Age Bands of Christian and Other Identities

Census Data, 2023
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Priorities in the eyes of UCANZ members

(choose thiea [CLS)




Opinion of priorities for next 12 months by
members of three denominations

Participants ticked more than one
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The Future
. Lﬂﬂk ﬂf CDHﬁdE"CE in futura Df What size do you think this local church
church will be in 10 years timea [2023)

* 55% think Uniting churches
will be mainly older people

(Methodists the same) .
* Highest priority “worship .
services nurturing to people’s .
faith” (49.6% cp 43.6% =_- |I e

Presbyterians, 54.6%
Methodists)

Blnang mPresytenen @ Metse



Signs of Hope

= Dramatic growth in some
contexts in many western
countries

* |tis mostly among young
people deprived of community
and meaning

Re-Envisioning
the Present

* The ways that people
undertake their spiritual
journey have changed.

* There is a search for meaning,
for connection and for vitality

* Local church plays a part in
this adventure, but others play




